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a year, large numbers of English, ladies and gentle-
men, who have no serious reason for preferring one
University to the other, wear dark or light blue
colours to signify good wishes for the success of
Oxford or Cambridge in a cricket-match or boat-race.
Party differences, properly so called, are supposed to
indicate intellectual, or moral, or historical pre-
ferences ; but these go a very little way down into the
population, and by the bulk of partisans they are
hardly understood and soon forgotten. " Guelf " and
u Ghibelline " had once a meaning, but men were
under perpetual banishment from their native land
for belonging to one or other of these parties long
after nobody knew in what the difference consisted.
Some men are Tories or Whigs by conviction ; but
thousands upon thousands of electors vote simply for
yellow, blue, or purple, caught at most by the appeals
of some popular orator.

It is through this great natural tendency to take
sides that the Wire-puller works. Without it he
would be powerless. His business is to fan its flame ;
to keep it constantly acting iipon the man who has
once declared himself a partisan; to make escape from
it difficult and distasteful. His art is that of the
Nonconformist preacher, who gave importance to a
body of commonplace religionists by persuading them
to wear a uniform and take a military title, or of the
man who made the success of a Temperance Society